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It’s one of those things that you don’t think about until you have to think about it, and then you
overload your brain with ideas, options, and opinions. The kitchen sink. How big? How many
basins? Where should it go? What should it be made of? And that’s just the beginning… Today
we are here to help you through the kitchen sink basics, so you can choose the right one for
you.

Configuration
Essentially you choose between one, two, or three basins. Beyond the quantity, you also need
to decide the function of each basin. If you have more than one, you may want one side to be
bigger than the other, or have one side act as a space for food prep or dish drying.

Single Basin: A sink with a single open basin allows you to fit more into the sink at once, which
comes in handy for washing larger pots and pans, or for soaking dishes and clothing. And all
you new families will appreciate this sink as a miniature bathtub for the little ones.

Two Basin: A kitchen sink with two sections can allow you to separate tasks, like having one
side to rinse dishes and the other to drain your pasta. You can choose between equal size
basins or ones of varying sizes and depths.

Triple Bowl: This less common sink configuration usually features two large sections with a
small one for prep or drying. While it is the ultimate in function, it does take up the most space

Style
As always, we will remind you that style and taste are completely subjective, and whatever you
like is the right answer. If you want help navigating trends and designs, we have a great interior
designer with tons of information. Otherwise, no one knows what is best for you more than you
do.

Farmhouse: Single-basin sinks that are deeper and wider than others. They’re great for
washing larger items, smaller kids, and have a great deal of style and personality in a kitchen.

Drop-in: Dropped into a cut-out in the counter top with the rim resting on the counter top.
They’re less expensive than undermount sinks and easier to replace, but they eat up a little
extra counter space because of the rim.
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Undermount: Attached underneath the countertop, making them more difficult and usually
more expensive to install, but giving the countertop a seamless look. They’re very easy to clean
and you will have more counter space without the rim of a drop-in sink, but the faucets will have
to be attached to the counter or the wall.

Integrated: Custom-formed as an extension of the counter top. This only works with certain
materials, such as quartz, granite, and concrete but it looks amazing.

Material
Kitchen sinks can be made from a large variety of materials, all with pros and cons. Before
deciding, you should consider cost, its ease of cleaning, and whether the material fits in with the
overall style of your kitchen.

Stainless Steel: Traditionally the most popular material for kitchen sinks, as it’s easy to clean,
can handle a variety of finishes, and usually fits any kitchen style. Water spots can be annoying
for many people, as can the banging and clashing sounds.

Porcelain: They come in many colors, giving you more flexibility in your decor, but they need to
be treated gently as porcelain is easily prone to chipping, scratching, and even breaking. It
might not be the best option for a kitchen sink that sees a lot of action.

Composite: They’re durable! They’re resistant to scratches and chips, and they don’t show
water marks. They can also be made to look like a seamless part of your counter. Unfortunately,
composite sinks are more expensive than many of the alternatives.

Cast Iron: They are durable, easy to keep clean, and offer a unique look not many homes have.
You need to be careful about using certain abrasive cleaners, and taking steps to avoid rust or
stains.

Natural Stone: These look stylish, and are quite durable, but are susceptible to discoloration.
They are also costly in comparison to other materials.

Poured Concrete: Inexpensive and forgiving material that make amazing kitchen sinks. You
can choose the size, shape, color, and surface texture. It will need some care from time to time,
and will show wear as it’s easy to scratch or nick.
While that may all be more that you ever thought you would have to consider about a kitchen
sink, we will leave you with this last bit of advice: function is more important than style in this
case. You can always find a functional sink that matches your kitchen. But if you choose a sink
based strictly on the way it looks, it may not function the way you need it to.
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