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Google released their lists of the top trending searches in 2019, and right there under the
HOME STYLES category, listed at #9 was Prairie Style. Obviously, since we all live in the
prairies we already know everything there is to know about the prairie style. There hardly seems
a reason to even discuss it. Just kidding! Let’s talk about the house trend named after our
beloved home region, and find out why it was so popular last year.

Frank Wright Thomas House, 1901 – The first official Prairie House
First and foremost, prairie style is defined by the houses imitation of the land. On the exterior,
horizontal lines mimic the flat plains and the interior is open and spacious. Windows sit in
groups to best take advantage of the natural light, while doors are secluded and act as a unique
feature of the home’s profile. Look here for more examples.
Prairie homes are designed to be functional. They complement the land they are on while
working for the homeowner. While they tend to have beautiful designs (though maybe we’re
biased) prairie homes are not meant to be showy. In fact, the originator of the prairie style architect, Frank Lloyd Wright - preferred this style to the gaudiness of the Victorian age and the
cramped homes of the Industrial age. And yes, the style is named for the location (though it was
Midwest USA, not Canada).
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There are many things
about the original prairie
homes that we still love.
Wide, open floor plans
which are meant to be ideal
for entertaining were a
main feature. Today
though, we like to
modernize it by making the
kitchen the social heart of
the home (where Wright
preferred the living room).
Wright also disliked the
notion of rotating or
unrelated decorating, so he
designed houses with builtin furniture. Don’t get us
wrong… we sure do love
our big walk-in closets and custom entertainment units, but we think we’ll stick with the option to
change our style next decade if we need to.
One thing we do agree with Wright on, and probably always will, is his use of natural and simple
materials. He loved stone, and wood, and like to stain the wood so the grain was still visible.
And we love him for loving it.

Naturally home styles need to be updated over time. The basics of the original prairie style are
still hugely popular today though, and it is a style we are particularly fond of. If you think your
home could use a little prairie touch give us a call. Or if you aren’t a fan, check out the other
styles from the top 10 list (linked above) and we’ll help you get started on your dream home!
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Visit our Ultimate Showhome
108 Douglas Woods Grove SE
Thursday 12pm-7pm
Friday-Sunday 9am-4pm

Did you know that if you are a current (or
former) customer of Ultimate Homes and
Renovations, you automatically qualify for our
referral program? Call us for information.
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