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3 Outgoing Trends We’re Happy To Move
Past
October 11, 2019
Like with fashion, like with music, like with movies… Fads are alive and well in the interior
design world. Decade to decade, and year to year, trends come and go. Some of your favourite
home design ideas from the day you signed your mortgage probably make you cringe now.
That’s okay though! So much of the fun in interior design is that it changes and evolves. That
being said, sometimes we are happy to see a trend head out. We talked to the in-house
Ultimate Interior Designer, Megan, and asked her what trends she is pleased to see are going
out.

Megan: “Sticking to an overly ‘Rustic Farmhouse’ aesthetic in new builds; or ‘Joanna Gaines’
syndrome. Overuse of chipped paint antiques, shiplap on every wall, or signs that say
FARMHOUSE or BUTCHER or GROCERY... I think this can be used (sparingly) in homes
where it makes sense like rustic locations with older homes. But the overuse of this in newer
homes will be able to date the home as 2012-2016 trendy.”

Image from: https://wyldstallyons.com/rustic-kitchen-cabinet/

Instead try: A design style that suits your personality, your neighbourhood, and your way of
life. If that truly is the rustic theme, then go for it! There are so many options between rustic
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farmhouse and completely contemporary to choose from. If you are worried that your favourite
style is just a short-lived fad, give it some time to stew in your brain. If you are still in love with it
after that time, perhaps it is perfect for you. If you find yourself leaning in another direction,
making serious modifications to your original vision, or simply changing your mind, maybe it isn’t
the style for you.

Megan: “I am happy to see that people are moving away from the complete aversion to
colour and everything having to be white on white on white or only interjecting cool-tone grey.
The whole purpose of interior design is to interject personality and make the spaces that people
live in feel a certain way - this is hard to do if the space is too sterile.”

Image from: https://www.homedit.com/pure-white-interior-design-ideas/

Instead try: Colour is your friend! Use it to show off your personality. Use it to create a mood
in your room. Use it to make your home unique. Use it to make your neutrals true neutrals. It
doesn’t have to be a bright or flamboyant colour. And since paint is one of the easiest things to
change, renovation wise, in years to come, colour risks aren’t devastating. Skip the pure neutral
home and try out a colour you like.

Megan: “The insistence that every home/space should be open concept. Sometimes, in
floorplans where the rooms are separated, it is more functional and provides more options and
ability to be more creative in terms of interior design! This does not have to equal closed off;
Dark spaces, as with creative use of room transitions and ceiling heights, can make the home
seem more expansive.”
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Image from: https://www.elledecor.com/design-decorate/g8942056/open-floor-plans/

Instead try: Creativity in architectural design. When you are doing a big renovation in your
home, ask your renovation company for more interesting ideas on where walls can go. Like
Megan said, there is a middle ground between complete open concept and too many
walls/rooms. This idea actually ties in perfectly with the last one, because when you are faced
with one giant room, colour in any capacity can seem daunting. In fact, any interior design
choice can be hard if you only have one large room to work with. The layout of your house
should be less determined by what is trendy, and more determined by what is efficient, and
works for you.
As always, we would like to add the disclaimer that interior design is completely subjective.
What one person likes will be completely different from that of the next person. As a renovation
company we are lucky to have the wonderful Megan here to know what is a fad, trend, or style
here to stay. She works with all of our customers to create a home that is not only beautiful, but
is perfect for that individual customer.

Call us anytime!
403.287.3122 (Calgary)
780.430.6441 (Edmonton)

5056 – 11th STREET SE
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2H 2Y5
PHONE: (403) 287-3122
FAX: (403) 287-3055

Visit our Ultimate Showhome
108 Douglas Woods Grove SE
Thursday 12pm-7pm
Friday-Sunday 9am-4pm

Did you know that if you are a current (or
former) customer of Ultimate Homes and
Renovations, you automatically qualify for our
referral program? Call us for information.
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