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When you look around your house, it’s easy to see all the things you want to change.
The kitchen is hard to work in. The bathroom is outdated. The family room is too dark.
But that is a lot of work all at once. How do you prioritize? Which remodeling projects
should you tackle first? And how do you decide? We have some ideas, and we are here
to help!

Necessity First
What needs to be done? And we aren’t just talking about style here. If you live in an
older house, any project that involves outdated electrical systems, water damage, or
leaking plumbing should get priority. If you need to replace the roof or siding, that
should take precedence. If windows or doors are giving you trouble, it presents the
opportunity to make cosmetic improvements along with functional ones. Once your
home is in good and efficient working order, then you can focus on the fun, stylish
updates!

Consider Your Stage of Life
If you’re in your starter home and only intend to be there until your family starts, or you
get that big raise, then you might want to focus on updating the house’s appearance:
flooring, colours, curb appeal, appliances, and bathrooms. If you want a bigger project,
take down those walls, and modernize the floorplan! If you do plan on moving
eventually, talk to a renovation expert first, though. Find out how much you can put into
the home to still make a profit, and how long you will wait until that profit becomes a
reality.
If you have a growing family, you’ll probably want to concentrate on the kitchen and
family room areas. Make sure your house works for your family and your favourite
activities. You’ll want to include great amounts of storage for all the kids’ gear as they
discover their favourite hobbies, the holiday decorations that become more and more
every year, and all the cute baby stuff that you aren’t ready or willing to dispose of. This
is also a great time to develop the basement, because once those kids become
teenagers, you will all appreciate them having their own space.
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Empty nesters have the opportunity to indulge themselves with renovations. Many
empty nesters get luxury renovations in the form of beautiful bars with large wine racks,
soundproof rooms so they can play their piano or guitar at any hour, comfortable
outdoor living spaces with all the bells and whistles, or dedicated rooms for their
favourite hobbies. This is also the right time to think about accessibility. If you or your
partner have any health-related problems, then make your house do the work for you.
Everything should be easy access, non-slip flooring, easy to clean, and planned with
efficiency in mind.

Budget
The amount of money you have to devote to a project is a huge factor when you
prioritize home improvement projects. If your budget is at the low end, you might only be
able to renovate a basement or exterior. If you’re at the higher end, you might be able to
put on an addition or kitchen. We know it’s difficult for homeowners to know the costs of
all the projects they want to do. Your best bet is to consult a renovation expert who can
give you honest estimates based on your needs and ideas.
Furthermore, they will be able to help you understand the logical order of operations for
your renovations. For example, if you would like to renovate your upstairs and your
main floor, many people like the idea of breaking it up into two separate projects to save
money. Short-term: yes, you save money by only doing half a project for now. Longterm: no, you do not save money because during the second half of the renovation you
will be paying to bring in the same trades all over again.

Bonus Point: Layout of the House
Not to mention, you may need to disrupt the completed renovation to grant access to
the in-progress renovation. Many people like to group the areas of their house by floor
level. But if your upstairs ensuite renovation is going to require going into the walls of
the room below it for plumbing and electrical, why not group those areas together
instead? Talk to an expert for help with the numbers, and from there you can make a
more educated judgement of where your priorities fall.

Return on Investment
Kitchen and bathroom remodels often provide the best return on investment (ROI) in
terms of increasing your home’s resale value. They are also the first rooms to quickly
date a house, so when thinking of ROI, think of these rooms first.
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An addition to your house adds square footage. Some people like to build the main floor
out so they can have a bigger kitchen. Others like to build a big, new master bedroom
above the garage. Either way, the extra room will feel like a whole new house before
you even move.
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Visit our Ultimate Showhome
108 Douglas Woods Grove SE
Thursday 12pm-7pm
Friday-Sunday 9am-4pm

Did you know that if you are a current (or
former) customer of Ultimate Homes and
Renovations, you automatically qualify for our
referral program? Call us for information.
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