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Does Our Old Advice Hold Up?
July 12, 2019

Have you ever thought back on a piece of advice you received years ago and thought to
yourself, “wow, that advice doesn’t hold up!” For example, maybe someone once told
you to “never say you’re sorry”. Or maybe your grandmother taught you that you can
include Jell-O in every meal if you are creative enough. Please don’t do that. There are
other options. If you are looking for a good laugh, check out this article with the best of
the worst decorating advice from the year you were born.
With our 40 anniversary this month, Ultimate has been pretty nostalgic lately. We’ve
dug though some old newspaper articles from years past to see how much things have
changed in the last few decades. One particular article
featured some advice from Danny Ritchie, president &
co-owner, and Terry Ritchie, comptroller & co-owner.
Let’s take a look and see if his advice from the year
2003 holds up
th

Check with the CRHBA and BBB

YES! When talking to potential clients we still
encourage them to do their homework, and we don’t
just mean get multiple quotes. Look at who the
company is associated with. CRHBA, now BILD, sets
industry standards. BBB keeps businesses honest and
fair. Then there is also Renomark who holds
renovators/builders up to the ethical standards set by
BILD. Don’t just know the renovation companies –
know the organizations that are backing them.

Ask to see past projects

YES! This isn’t even just for renovations. Any
company you would like to hire to receive a finished
project should happily and proudly show you past
projects. Check to see if they match you style and
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desired level of quality. At Ultimate we even have showhomes (something you don’t
generally get to see with a renovation company), so you can see a fully renovated
house and really get a sense of our past and current work.

Go on renovation tours

YES! This is great for more than one reason. It introduces you to renovation
companies. It gives you decorating ideas. You might see something you like that you
hadn’t thought of before. You can talk to experts and learn a lot. And you get to spend
the afternoon looking at beautiful houses.

Don’t take the lowest price

YES! Speaking of old advice… You get what you pay for. Sometimes this isn’t true.
Often times, though, it is. Instead of looking strictly at the final price tag, look at what
you get for that price and do some investigating to learn if there will be any additional
costs. For more details, we outlined the difference between high and low cost quotes on
this blog post.

Look for a detailed plan and spec list

YES! The more planning the better. You want to work with a company that lays
everything out for you. This way, you know exactly what you are getting, and know what
it will cost. It’s your house after all. You should know what’s happening to it. And yes!
Definitely get it in writing.

Well there you have it. While there is some terrible advice from the past still floating
around, if you heard it from Ultimate, you can still count on it. We are telling you the
same things now as we were 16 years ago.
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Visit our Ultimate Showhome
108 Douglas Woods Grove SE
Thursday 12pm-7pm
Friday-Sunday 9am-4pm

Did you know that if you are a current (or
former) customer of Ultimate Homes and
Renovations, you automatically qualify for our
referral program? Call us for information.
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