5056 – 11th STREET SE
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2H 2Y5
PHONE: (403) 287-3122
FAX: (403) 287-3055

Exteriors 3: Siding
June 7, 2019
It’s nearly summer time, and you know what that means! It’s time to go outside and see what
kind of effect our unpredictable Alberta winter (and that weirdly snowy first half of spring) had on
your home exterior. Hopefully, you are one of the lucky homeowners, and your house came out
of winter completely unscathed. There is always a chance though, that you will need to have
some repairs done. Or maybe you want to take preventative measures and create a more
durable exterior. Or maybe it’s just time for an update, and you want to increase your curb
appeal. Whatever your reason for change, we want you to get the absolute best exterior for you
and your home. Stucco, vinyl, stone, brick, and more... In this multi-part blog, we are going to
discuss your exterior options, evaluate the pros and cons of each, and help you make informed
decisions when the time comes for you to consider your exterior.

Siding
This list is certainly not exhaustive. It just looks at the more common siding options, specifically
the ones people like to choose over natural wood.

Vinyl
Vinyl is the most popular siding option, likely because it is so durable, yet cost efficient. You can
get it in nearly any colour and a variety of textures, and it doesn’t fade over time. Maintenance is
easy too. You can keep it clean with a pressure washer and hose, and damaged or warped
boards can easily be replaced.
On the other hand, vinyl
siding is not the most durable
siding. It holds up against
most wear and tear a house
will experience, but extreme
weather or abuse by winds,
hail, or something flying into it
can warp or puncture vinyl. It
also cannot be painted, so
when you pick a colour, make
sure you pick a good one.
Lastly, while a good water
resistant siding, it is not
waterproof, and can have
crucial leaks if not installed
correctly.
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Engineered Wood
Engineered wood is
composed of wood fibre
and resin, so it looks and
can be handled like
wood, but with
significantly less chance
of insect, mold, or mildew
damage. Plus, it holds up
against moisture, fire,
and extreme
temperatures. There is a
green aspect in that most
brands make it out of
recycled materials. It is
the closest to natural
wood you can get, but at
a fraction of the cost.
The cons of engineered
wood fall on the
maintenance. While it is durable, you need to treat damage quickly to avoid warping. And, the
colour you choose is the colour you stick with; Engineered wood cannot be repainted or
restained.

Fibre Cement
This siding has the look
and feeling of wood
without the maintenance
required of wood. It is a
man-made material
consisting of wood fibres,
sand, and cement, making
it less expensive and more
durable than actual wood.
It’s also fireproof, water
resistant, and not
susceptible to termites like
the wood it mimics. It can
come in any colour or
texture you desire and can
be painted if you ever
change your mind.
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All that being said, there are some cons. You will need to paint it at least every 15 years to
maintain a non-faded look. And if you do manage to find a chip, it can be quite noticeable
because fibre cement boards don’t allow paint or stain to penetrate multiple layers. Finally,
despite being less costly than real wood, fibre cement can be two, sometimes three, times the
price of vinyl.

Did you know that Ultimate got its start as an exteriors company? Way back in 1979, we were
working out of the garage, initially with window cladding, then moving into full exteriors. Even
though we’ve grown up to build full custom homes now, we are always happy for a reason to get
back to our roots. Call us to talk about what we can do to help you with your exterior.
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Did you know that if you are a current (or
former) customer of Ultimate Homes and
Renovations, you automatically qualify for our
referral program? Call us for information.

Call us anytime!
403.287.3122 (Calgary)
780.430.6441 (Edmonton)

