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Splurge or Save: Renovation Edition
May 24, 2019
Your home renovation is going to be a big expense. We promise it will be worth it in the long
run. You deserve your dream home, so let’s make it happen! That being said, we all want to
know the best way to allocate a budget to get the best finished product possible. We made up a
handy little list to advise on where we think people really should splurge or where they can save
when it comes to home renovations.
Before you read on, we want you to remember that some things in home renovations are
completely subjective. What is incredibly important to one person, may be on the bottom of the
list for someone else. Do your research, and know what elements are important to you when
you renovate.

Splurge: Layout
If you are doing a large renovation, put extra resources into making a layout that works for you.
Your home should have an easy and efficient flow. Our lifestyles and home lives have changed
since decades past, and the floorplan that may have worked for the people who originally
owned your house, may not be ideal for you.

Save: Design
Don’t design for trends - aim for something timeless. You can make all the right choices in the
save vs splurge decisions, but if your house is outdated in only a few short years, you will have
to do it all over again. Make choices that will stand the test of time!

Splurge: Natural Light
Natural light is amazing in your home. It can help you save on heating and electricity. It looks
nice. And you need it to keep your plants healthy. Spend time focusing on windows - their size,
thickness, and direction they are facing - and get as much natural light in your home as you can
take advantage of.

Save: Lights
Get a beautiful, decorative feature light, and save on the rest of the lighting in the room. Also,
light your house with LED lights so you won’t have to frequently buy replacement bulbs.

Splurge: Cabinetry
Many blogs say to save on cabinets, but we disagree. First, we think storage in general needs
to be optimized. There is nothing worse than running out of storage room in your kitchens.
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Second, replacing or repairing cabinets can be a pain. Kitchens are a high traffic area, and the
cabinets are banged, slammed, splashed, and abused. Aim for quality and longevity.

Save: Tiles
There are many options that will suit your design preferences and last a long time. Whether it is
for a backsplash, feature wall, or to decorate a fireplace, as your interior designer if they can
find a cheaper option for this element.

In the middle: Flooring
Flooring is an interesting case where you don’t always “get what you pay for.” By that we mean
the quality of less expensive flooring has gone up in ways we never thought possible. We very
often recommend luxury vinyl planking - Incredibly durable, wide range of colours and styles
(can even look just like hardwood), can be placed on top of most existing floors, and is very cost
efficient.

Splurge: Experts
We see the appeal of DIY. But we also see the after effects, when we are called to amend DIY
renovation projects. Trust us on this one: Your home is not the place to have amateur work
done. You may end up paying so much more in the long run. Talk to an expert.

Save: Research
While we think you need to spend money to work with an expert, the process of finding that
expert should be free. You shouldn’t need to spend money until the contractor starts using time
and resources. Talk to more than one company, ask as many questions as you can think of, and
hire someone who you believe will use your renovation budget wisely.

Splurge: Countertops
Especially in the kitchen! Get a countertop that can stand up to water, stains, sun, heat, and
heavy traffic. We usually like to show our customers Quartz samples. It is a manmade material
that can look like marble or granite, and a quartz countertop will outlast the rest of the kitchen.

Save: Fixtures
Fixtures can add up very quickly. Splurging on them can increase their durability, and often their
aesthetic appeal. On the other hand, changing your fixtures is the quickest and easiest way to
update your home’s look. So this one is really up to you… Spend now and keep for a long time,
or save now but replace sooner when I see a new trend I like.

Splurge: Appliances
This is a spend now to save later situation. Between the energy efficiency, quality, design, and
durability, there is no reason to buy outdated appliances.
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Save: Sink
Your sink will see a lot of action, but it is generally also easy to maintain. You shouldn’t have to
spend a lot of money to buy a sink you are happy with (unless your sink is a main design
element in your kitchen - this happens fairly often, and there is nothing wrong with it. You will
just need to splurge on your beautiful sink and find somewhere else to save).

Splurge: Paint
Honestly, the math doesn’t add up for cheap paint. You will have to apply so many more coats
to get an even finish, that you’ll not only end up spend just as much, but putting in so much
more time. Plus, more expensive paint is often easier to clean and can stand up to normal wear
and tear better.

Save: Hidden Storage Elements
This one can come down to personal preference. You don’t necessarily need custom, wood,
luxury shelves in your closet or pantry (or maybe you do! It’s your house, do what makes you
happy!). Look into your options, find what will suit you in terms of use and cost. That being said,
don’t go for the cheapest option either… Even if your guests don’t always see it, it’ll be an
eyesore for you, and will probably fall apart.
Good Rule of Thumb: If you can easily replace it in the next 5-10 years,
save! If it would be a big project to have to replace it, then save yourself
the long term energy, and splurge.
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Free Flooring Promotion!
Ask us how to get free carpet or LVP
between now and May 31, 2019

Call for details: 403.287.3122

Did you know that if you are a current (or
former) customer of Ultimate Homes and
Renovations, you automatically qualify for our
referral program? Call us for information.
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